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Abstract

The Rohingya refugee crisis has garnered global attention, eliciting both pros and cons
to the dispersion of Rohingya refugees across different nations. The purpose of this
This research is to analyzes the pros and cons of the Rohingya refugee situation and
its implications for religion, humanity, society, and the economy. The research method
uses qualitative descriptive analysis included in the literature review, which takes sec-
ondary data from sources such as the Immigration Detention Center, UNHCR, and
IOM. The research result show four main backgrounds to the Rohingya crisis: reli-
gious, humanitarian, social, and economic. The study identifies numerous hoaxes and
hate speech targeting the Rohingya, causing societal polarization and the disruption of
social harmony. The same of religion and human values becomes the primary reason
to assist Rohingya refugees. However, societal rejection also occurs due to the pres-
ence of certain Rohingya individuals who violate local norms and religious principles.
From a social and economic perspective, helping the Rohingya refugees is an effort
to prevent human trafficking transactions. However, it has the potential to cause so-
cial jealousy. Rohingya refugees negatively impact the economy, but in Malaysia, they
contribute positively to the informal sector. Resolving this crisis demands international
cooperation, humanitarian aid, diplomatic efforts, and a commitment to human rights
for concrete solutions.
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1. Introduction

The Rohingya, a religious and ethnic minority group in Myanmar, have been vic-
tims of persistent geographical injustices that have led to systemic violence and persecu-
tion over the past three decades (OCHA, 2018). In Rakhine State, they have been living
under strict restrictions and stringent regulations. They have endured decades of arbi-
trary nationality deprivation, threats to their life, liberty, property, and religious freedom,
sexual and gender-based violence, and denial of their right to healthcare and education,
among other human rights violations (UNHCR, 2017a). Since Myanmar won indepen-
dence from the colonial power, they have been forced to evacuate their homes due to the
atrocities committed by the military, and they have been stripped of their identity and
fundamental rights (Laoutides, 2021). As a result of this oppression, many Rohingya
refugees have fled to various countries, including Indonesia. However, their arrival is not
fully accepted by the community; there are both pros and cons of the Rohingya refugees’
arrival.

Human Rights Watch reports that after decades of discrimination under the Burmese
government, the military’s massive ethnic cleansing campaign drove more than 671,000
Rohingyas from Myanmar’s Rakhine state into Bangladesh (Rafa et al., 2022). After
deadly military operations, these folks fled their motherland, Myanmar. Even though the
Rohingya refugees started to flee around 1970, most of them only arrived in 2017 fol-
lowing the Myanmar military’s most recent wave of operations, which the International
Court of Justice eventually deemed to constitute acts of genocide. To escape persecu-
tion, the Rohingya refugees migrated to Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Thailand, and the
Philippines, among other countries in South and Southeast Asia. Rakhine State received
the highest number because it is bordered by Bangladesh (Habib et al., 2018). Indonesia
is also one of the migration destinations for Rohingya refugees, because they feel they
have a common background as a Muslims, so Rohingya flock to Indonesia.

The government of Indonesia issued Presidential Regulation (PP) number 125
of 2016 concerning Handling Refugees from Abroad and a Circular Letter (SE) of the
Minister of State of the Republic of Indonesia in response to many foreign refugees, in-
cluding Rohingya Muslims, entering Indonesian territory. The Ministry of Home Affairs
discusses how local governments handle refugee cases. foreign refugees. To manage
refugees, the Indonesian government collaborates with the International Migration Orga-
nization (IOM), UNHCR, and other UN agencies (Irwanysah and Asya’ari Al Asya’ari,
2022). Indonesia on humanitarian grounds has helped many Rohingya refugees in Aceh.
The provision of refugee camps or detention centers is one proof that Indonesia still cares
about the fate of Rohingya refugees. But on the other hand, Rohingya refugees and
refugees from other countries can also have a negative impact on Indonesia’s security
stability.

More than 1500 Rohingya refugees have arrived on the coast of Aceh province
since mid-November 2023, in what the UN says is the largest influx of refugees in eight
years. Some of their boats have been turned away by locals and in some cases have been
ordered to return to the sea (AFP, 2023). The wave of Rohingya refugees came from the
refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh as many of them experienced a lack of food,
security, education, and job opportunities in the overcrowded refugee camps. The arrival
of massive waves of Rohingya refugees has caused pros and cons from various parties
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to the increasing issue of expulsion of newly arrived Rohingya refugees. From the pro
side who received the arrival of the Rohingya, they explained that Indonesia saw it as a
humanitarian issue as stated by the spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lalu
Muhamad Iqbal (Indonesia, 2023). Furthermore, there is the principle of non-refoulement
which is a foundation for refugee protection that forbids the receiving country from send-
ing the affected individual to a place where he may face persecution (Utami, 2020). As
part of the international community, Indonesia has shown a caring attitude and is willing
to accommodate Rohingya refugees, even though Indonesia is not one of the countries that
signed and ratified the 1951 UN Convention (on refugees), it could have been if Indonesia
did not want to accept refugees in its territory and would not be subject to juridical sanc-
tions (Moy and Kusuma, 2016). In addition, the same background in terms of religion,
namely Islam, is the reason for those who accept the arrival of Rohingya because they
assume that fellow Muslims are brothers and must help each other.

Although helping Rohingya refugees is a good thing, the fact is that the issue of
rejection of the arrival of Rohingya refugees is increasing rapidly. Hundreds of Rohingya
refugees on wooden boats landed in Bireuen and Pidei, Aceh on November 19, 2023.
However, their arrival was rejected by the people of Aceh. The reason for the rejection
is because the Rohingya refugees are said to give a bad impression to the community,
their actions are not in accordance with the customs and norms of village regulations
(detikcom, 2023). Currently in Indonesia, there are many statements against the arrival of
Rohingya refugees, even to the point of hateful narratives. Negative comments related to
the arrival of Rohingya refugees continue to flood social media, they refuse on the grounds
that they are worried about becoming a burden on the country, have bad behavior, trigger
crime, create their own country in Indonesia, and trigger social inequality. In addition,
many people argued that Rohingya would seize Aceh’s land like the Israeli-Palestinian
case, become a burden on the state budget, Rohingya demanded a decent refugee location,
dirty, often defecating in any place, throwing away food, and illegal immigrants entering
illegally without visas and clear identity (bbcnews, 2017).

The main events that led to the Rohingya crisis encompass both political and hu-
manitarian aspects. The impact of the Rohingya crisis extends widely across domestic
and regional politics as well as relations with major world powers. Research conducted by
Shahin and Hasan provides a crucial exploration of the Rohingya refugee crisis, delving
into its complex political and humanitarian dimensions, offering fresh insights to address
pressing global challenges (Shahin and Hasan, 2023).

Meanwhile, according to Pudjibudojo, the security approach is far more dominant
in handling the Rohingya than humanism. The wave of Rohingya refugees is seen as
a security threat, economic burden, potential cultural issue, and other negative factors
that ultimately place the refugees in a worse position (Pudjibudojo, 2019). However, in
Islamic terms, welcoming Rohingya refugees aligns with the concept of mutual assistance
(najara ta’awun) to foster unity among humanity, consistent with the second principle of
Pancasila—”Fair and civilized humanity”—aiming to ensure justice and well-being for all
without causing harm to local residents. Consequently, the solution lies in governmental
measures to control the influx of refugees and enforce stringent regulations on those who
behave irresponsibly (Harsya et al., 2024).

Several people from civil society groups to academics believe that the rejection
of Rohingya, which led to acts of intimidation, cannot be separated from the ”narratives
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of hatred, disinformation and fake news” that are widespread on social media. A study
highlighting the narrative of spreading prejudice against the Rohingya ethnicity on social
media also revealed the workings of the allegedly organized disinformation spreaders
(bbc, 2024). Of the many pros and cons regarding the arrival of Rohingya refugees to
Indonesia, of course, the best solution must be found regarding the handling of Rohingya
refugees.

This paper will explain the analysis of the pros and cons of the arrival of Rohingya
refugees. The analysis will be more in-depth in 4 sections namely Social, Economic, Hu-
manitarian and Religious. Furthermore, conclusions will be drawn from the analysis on
what steps are appropriate in handling Rohingya refugees and what policies need to be
made. Apart from that, comparative analysis is also used to highlight the unique chal-
lenges or lessons learned from the Rohingya crisis compared to other refugees.

2. Methods

This research employs a qualitative descriptive approach and is categorized as
library research, which involves utilizing existing literature to gather information and
support in various forms, such as documents, books, magazines, articles, journals, and
relevant previous research. Library research activities are conducted systematically to
collect, process, and synthesize data using specific methods or techniques to address the
issues being discussed or faced (Peter, et al., 2021). The data collection method adopted
in this study is the literature review method, which involves tracing documents related
to the Rohingya refugee issue. The data utilized in this work consists of secondary data
derived from various relevant literary sources and other references, including data from
the Immigration Detention Center (Rudenim), UNHCR, and IOM.

The data collection methods utilized in this study employ the technique of the-
ory triangulation. According to Hussain et al., 2020, this involves cross-verifying data or
information from different sources to ensure its accuracy. The aim is to compare informa-
tion regarding the same subject obtained from various references and literature sources to
establish a level of trustworthiness.Theory triangulation offers several benefits, including
enhancing research credibility, fostering innovative ways of understanding phenomena,
uncovering unique findings, challenging or integrating theories, and providing a clearer
understanding of the problem at hand. By employing various theories, researchers can
gain a better understanding of the data sourced from literature and references, thereby
providing a comprehensive description of the Rohingya refugee issue. This approach al-
lows for a more robust and nuanced analysis, ensuring the reliability and validity of the
study’s findings. Triangulation is achieved by comparing several data sources, matching
them with findings related to the research questions, and ultimately drawing conclusions
to discover new insights in this paper. Here are the stages of triangulation:

1. Identification and compilation of all relevant variables sourced from statistical data,
articles, and previous research related to the discussion on the Pros and Cons Re-
garding the Arrival of Rohingya Refugees: Religious, Humanitarian, and Socio-
Economic Implications.

2. Once relevant information is gathered, the researcher reviews and organizes library
materials based on their importance and relevance to the research problem.
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3. The collected information is then carefully read, recorded, organized, and rewritten
for clarity and coherence.

4. Finally, the research is synthesized from the collected materials, forming a cohesive
research concept.

While this study provides valuable insights into the multifaceted nature of the Ro-
hingya crisis, several limitations must be acknowledged. Firstly, the scope of the study is
primarily focused on the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar and its immediate impact on neigh-
boring countries, potentially overlooking nuances and dynamics present in other regions
hosting Rohingya refugees. Secondly, the heavy reliance on secondary sources may in-
troduce biases and limit the depth of analysis, particularly in the absence of primary data
from field surveys or interviews. Additionally, the complexity of the crisis risks being
oversimplified, potentially obscuring critical nuances and dynamics. Furthermore, the
study offers limited specific policy recommendations, hindering its potential for guid-
ing effective interventions. Lastly, the lack of a forward-looking perspective limits the
study’s relevance in anticipating future developments and challenges. Addressing these
limitations through broader research scope, incorporating primary data, deeper analysis,
more comprehensive policy recommendations, and forward-thinking perspectives would
enhance the study’s utility in informing policymakers and practitioners engaged in ad-
dressing the Rohingya crisis.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1. Results

3.1.1. Religious Background of Rohingya Crisis

Over the past few decades, the Rohingya crisis has garnered significant global at-
tention due to its intricate political history, relentless persecution scenarios, and extensive
cross-border migrations. Nevertheless, since Myanmar gained independence in 1948, the
conflicts that have occurred within the Rohingya refugees have been largely influenced by
their religious differences. The Rohingya are one of the minority Muslim ethnic groups
in Myanmar, while the majority of the country’s population adheres to Buddhism. As a
predominantly Buddhist country, Myanmar has manifested its nationalist ideology in the
form of a hegemonic ideology (Washaly, 2019). Ultra-nationalists in Myanmar aimed to
restore the country’s pre-colonial glory, ensuring an uncontaminated Buddhist order free
from foreign influences. While nationalists popularized the slogan ‘Burma for the Bur-
mans,’ Buddhist Monks added a religious dimension by asserting ‘to be Burman is to be
Buddhist’ (Ullah, 2017). These strong nationalist views supported by religion gradually
marginalized other religious communities, especially the Rohingyas, leading to various
forms of marginalization, stigmatization (I. Ahmed, 2009), and oppression, ranging from
the denial of citizenship to mass killings.

Myanmar grappled with armed ethnic conflict and political instability for a pro-
longed period after gaining independence in 1948 (Smith and Hassan, 2012). Following
the military coup in 1962, a socialist-informed military state governed Myanmar for the
next sixty years. During this time, the Rohingya Muslim population faced severe abuse
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from the military government (Abdelkader, 2013). Widespread killings, rapes, and tor-
ture resulted in two massive expulsions in 1977 and 1992, causing a chronic refugee
crisis in neighboring Bangladesh (Smith and Hassan, 2012). However, this marked only
the beginning of ethnic discrimination. The 1982 Citizenship Act in Myanmar identified
135 national races eligible for citizenship (Abdelkader, 2013). This act ultimately ex-
cluded Rohingya Muslims from citizenship benefits, categorizing them as “non-citizens,”
“aliens,” and “illegal Bengali immigrants” (Adam et al., 2017). Such denial of citizenship
opened new episodes of persecution for the Rohingyas. On the one hand, there was no
state support to protect the Rohingyas from military abuse; on the other hand, religion-
backed nationalist views made it challenging for Rohingya Muslims to live in Myanmar,
which they have considered their homes for generations.

The Citizenship Act also ensured that Rohingya Muslims would be unable to cre-
ate any political identity or voice in the governing system (Washaly, 2019). Although the
development of Islam in Myanmar was not driven by any special movement or preachers
but rather by the high birth rate among Muslims (Biver, 2014), the government often per-
ceived it as a threat to political stability. Hence, when several nationalist monks success-
fully ignited discrimination against other religions and led the crisis of ethnic cleansing,
the government remained inactive (Adam et al., 2017). Furthermore, government support
toward Buddhist majority communities in establishing academic organizations of Bud-
dha, funding religious community activities, maintaining pagodas, and setting up Bud-
dhist shrines in non-Buddhist areas fueled discriminatory agencies (ibid.). The absence
of institutional support from legal or religious institutions accentuated socio-political and
cultural domination over the Rohingya Muslims.

Amidst numerous other issues, the eruption of sectarian violence in June 2012 was
primarily fueled by discriminatory actions with religious backing (Zawacki, 2012; Kip-
gen, 2013; Bashar, 2012). At that time, President Thein Sein of Myanmar recommended
that Rohingyas relocate to a ”third country” or UNHCR camps (Abdelkader, 2013). In re-
sponse, Bangladesh, a neighboring country, intermittently received hundreds of thousands
of Rohingya refugees fleeing from Myanmar. Prior to the latest influx in 2017, approxi-
mately 400,000 refugees were already residing in Bangladesh (Hussain et al., 2020). The
significant influx of 2017 resulted in a staggering number of 909,000 stateless Rohingyas
settling in Ukhiya and Teknaf Upazilas of Cox’s Bazar district in Bangladesh (ibid.). Most
of these refugees are accommodated in 34 densely populated camps, facing an uncertain
future as Myanmar continues to reject them as citizens.

3.1.2. Humanitarian Background of Rohingya Crisis

The humanitarian crisis that befell the Rohingya is not a secret. Through social
media and mainstream media, information on the Myanmar government’s ethnic cleans-
ing of the Rohingya people has spread throughout the world (Novialdi, 2020). The Ro-
hingya refugees in the Rakhine region of Myanmar is still the target of crimes against
humanity. Amnesty International claims that since 1978, the military regime in Myan-
mar has violated the human rights of the Rohingya Muslims, many of whom have fled
to Bangladesh. Since late August 2017, about 671,000 Rohingya Muslims have fled the
Rakhine State of Burma to avoid the military’s extensive ethnic cleansing campaign. Mass
murders, sexual assault, and extensive arson are among the transgressions by Burmese
security forces that qualify as crimes against humanity. Officials from the military and
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civilian sector have consistently refuted assertions made by witnesses and a wealth of ev-
idence suggesting security personnel engaged in the abuses during the operations (Smith
and Hassan, 2012). Nearly all the refugees who were fleeing persecution took shelter
in the Ukhiya and Teknaf sub-districts of Cox’s Bazar owing to the unrest. With over
600,000 people residing in a 13km2 area, Kutupalong Refugee Camp grew to become the
largest refugee camp in the world because of the influx (UNHCR, 2017b).

Teknaf and Ukhiya are two of the 50 most socioeconomically disadvantaged dis-
tricts in the nation, while Cox’s Bazar district performs worse than the national average
in a number of social variables, with approximately 33% of its residents living in poverty
(ACAP, 2017); (ISCG, 2018) The majority of people living in refugee-hosting areas de-
pend on daily salaries and insufficient social security provisions, resulting in food secu-
rity and nutritional status that falls short of national norms (ibid.). Since the start of the
refugee crisis, locals and refugees have been vying for jobs in the unskilled daily labor
market, which has resulted in a sharp reduction in the number of employment options for
marginalized and extremely poor groups within the host community. Locals employed in
the unskilled labor sector are poorer now than they were prior to the migrant inflow, but
skilled laborers and certain traders profit from the increased resource flow (IOM, 2018).

The social and humanitarian issues between Rohingya refugees and the local pop-
ulation, such as the Cox’s Bazar case, need to be addressed promptly, as they could have
detrimental long-term effects if left unchecked. The restriction on Rohingya refugees
from working in the camps has led to a rise in crime. Additionally, the sudden increase
in population has caused a surge in the prices of daily commodities due to heightened
demand in Bangladesh. This price hike has forced the Bangladeshi government to in-
crease its national budget to provide food and accommodation for the Rohingya refugees
(Ahmad and Naeem, 2020). Within just a span of six months, the estimated funding re-
quirement is $434 million USD for 1.2 million Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh (Khuda,
2020). Therefore, to prevent long-term adverse effects, there is a need for a robust hu-
manitarian protection concept for refugees.

Through the UNDP’s Human Development Reports, the late Dr. Mahbub Ul Haq
initially brought the idea of human security to the attention of the world. The Human
Development Report of 1994 placed a clear emphasis on human security, stating that,
to the author’s knowledge, the term of security has only been applied to conventional
domains like hostilities and state threats. On the other hand, new worries that impact all
of humanity daily include those related to job security, income security, health security,
environmental security, and security against crime (Thomas, 2001).

In fact, the UNDP Report on the Human Development Report of the United Na-
tions Development Program from 1994 makes a stronger case for the concept of human
security. According to the UNDP, security should shift from an approach that places an
undue emphasis on national security to one that is people-centric and considers both hu-
man development (Fitrah, 2015). The 1994 UNDP Report lists seven elements of human
security, all of which the governments of each nation are obliged to fulfill. Security of the
economy, food, health, environment, individual, community, and politics are the seven
components (Novialdi, 2020).
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3.1.3. Social Background of Rohingya Crisis

The Rohingya conflict in Myanmar is partly caused by social conflict. Currently,
the Rohingya refugees is under pressure from the Myanmar government. (Brown, 1997)
explains that there are three levels of conflict roots. First, at the systemic level, it is due
to the weakness of state authority, both national and international, to prevent conflicting
groups. In the context of the Rohingya, the Myanmar government does not recognize
the citizenship status of the Rohingya Muslim ethnic group. However, historically, Fran-
chis Buchanan stated in his research in 1799 that the Muslim community had inhabited
the Arakan region under the name ”Rooinga,” which over time changed to ”Rohingya”
(Buchanan and Charney, 2003). However, in 1982, the Myanmar government issued the
Citizenship Law, which did not include the Rohingya as a minority ethnic group of Myan-
mar, thus denying Rohingya recognition as Myanmar citizens.

Second, at the domestic level, it involves the government’s ability to meet the
needs of its people, the influence of nationalism, inter-ethnic group relations within soci-
ety, and the impact of democratization processes on inter-ethnic group relations. The wave
of democratization in Myanmar has increased, posing significant challenges to the gov-
ernment. While military leadership has a positive effect on national security, authoritar-
ianism prevails, and many communities face terrorism through kidnappings, detentions,
and even killings (Irwanysah and Asya’ari Al Asya’ari, 2022). In many cases, minority
ethnic groups are often scapegoats for these problems (Hartati, 2013).

Third, at the perception level, it is the cause of ethnic conflict. Anti-Muslim per-
ceptions in Myanmar have persisted for centuries, reinforced by statements from Thein
Sein, the president of Myanmar in 2012, stating that Myanmar would not grant citi-
zenship to the Rohingya, considering them illegal immigrants and border crossers from
Bangladesh. To this day, the Myanmar government has not recognized the Rohingya
refugees as Myanmar citizens. Physically and culturally, the Rohingya ethnicity differs,
with their darker skin making them easily identifiable and more like the Bengali people
(Irwanysah and Asya’ari Al Asya’ari, 2022).

The social conflict in Myanmar has been escalating over the years, reaching a boil-
ing point in 2017 with attacks against the Rohingya refugees. Médecins Sans Frontières
(MSF) reported a minimum of 6,700 casualties in Myanmar bbcnews, 2017). The pro-
longed conflict has forced numerous Rohingya to flee Myanmar. Currently, Rohingya
refugees are scattered across several countries. In June 2023, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) documented 1,721,150 Rohingya refugees and
forcibly displaced individuals in Myanmar. Bangladesh hosts the largest number of Ro-
hingya, totaling 961,700, followed by Myanmar with 630,000, Malaysia with 105,800,
India with 22,100, Indonesia with 900, Thailand with 500, and Sri Lanka with 100 (UN-
HCR, 2017b).

As the influx of Rohingya refugees to Bangladesh increases, there has been con-
siderable resistance from the Bangladeshi authorities. The rising number of refugees has
disrupted the local population, as many Rohingya residents and a significant portion of
the refugees are not registered in the refugee camps. On the other hand, Bangladesh faces
limitations in providing a decent living for Rohingya refugees. Research by (Faisal and
Z. Ahmed, 2022) reveals severe shortages in basic human needs and widespread human
rights violations in the Cox’s Bazar district refugee camps in Bangladesh. Poor health-
care services, weak living structures, a scarcity of nutritious food, inadequate water, and
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sanitation infrastructure, limited educational facilities, gender-based violence, insecurity,
congestion, lack of privacy, restricted freedom of movement, and a high risk of landslides
characterize the conditions in the Cox’s Bazar refugee camps. Consequently, many Ro-
hingya choose to escape from these camps in Bangladesh. By December 2023, UNHCR
noted a significant influx of Rohingya to Indonesia, totaling 1,608 individuals (bbc, 2024).
The arrival of Rohingya in Indonesia has sparked mixed reactions among the Indonesian
populace.

3.1.4. Economic Background of Rohingya Crisis

The Rakhine State, inhabited by the Rohingya refugees, possesses abundant nat-
ural resources, including reserves of oil and natural gas, as well as river, lake, and sea
areas directly connected to the ocean, with the potential to serve as a trade route to the
Ocean (Ismail and Sidabalok, 2018). This is what makes the Rakhine region an area with
significant business potential. In the field of international trade, Rakhine engages in trade
relations with several countries, including Bangladesh. The transactions for the export
of fresh and wet fish from Rakhine during the 2016-2017 period reached $3,224 USD.
Rakhine also holds reserves of oil and gas amounting to 11 trillion and 23 trillion cubic
feet, respectively. The region has several offshore gas fields, along with ongoing offshore
oil exploration. Furthermore, the potential in the industrial sector serves as an attractive
feature for foreign investments (Dariyanto, 2017).

The government’s policy regarding Myanmar citizenship, which excludes the Ro-
hingya refugees, results in the non-recognition of the Rohingya as Myanmar citizens.
Consequently, the Rohingya do not have access to rights over land, education, and suit-
able employment. Siegfried Wolf, the Head of Research at the South Asia Democratic
Forum (SADF), states that the conflict in Myanmar is not only rooted in religious differ-
ences but also in economic issues. The Rakhine region is one of the states with a high
poverty rate in Myanmar, despite its abundance of natural resources. Therefore, the Ro-
hingya refugees is viewed as an additional economic burden, particularly when competing
for jobs and business opportunities. Jobs and businesses in the region are predominantly
controlled by the Myanmar elite (Welle, 2015).

The prolonged conflict has led to the mismanagement of the Rakhine region. The
Advisory Commission for Rakhine acknowledges that Rakhine is undergoing a devel-
opment crisis, with indications that nearly all areas in Rakhine are experiencing chronic
poverty, causing suffering and loss of life within the community. The conflict has also
adversely affected land ownership, making it insecure, and the lack of livelihood oppor-
tunities has resulted in significant migration out of Rakhine, reducing the workforce and
hindering prospects for development and economic growth (Dariyanto, 2017).

3.2. Discussion

3.2.1. Pros and Cons from a Religious Perspective

In Indonesia, some perceive the Rohingya crisis as a religious issue. An article by
Fajri Matahati Muhammadin, a lecturer in the Department of International Law at Gad-
jah Mada University, published in the Republika daily, for instance, rejects the notion
that the Rohingya crisis is not a religious conflict. According to him, the narrative ”not
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a religious conflict” is often employed to dismiss those who raise religious issues in the
Rohingya matter, although a more critical approach would lead to a different conclusion
(Muhammadin, 2017). Mahmuddin supports the above assumption by stating that in Is-
lam, defending oneself from attacks is considered ”jihad.” In the case of the oppression
of Rohingya Muslims, even the law becomes fardhu ’ain (an individual obligation) for
Muslims there. Not only from an Islamic perspective, if understood also from a Buddhist
perspective, basically, one of the main elements driving hatred leading to acts of violence
against Rohingya Muslims is a group of Buddhist monks led by Monk Wirathu (ibid.).

In line with the arguments above, another writer, Fika Komara, presents two ob-
jections to those who think that the Rohingya issue is not a religious matter. First, the
constitutional obligation of the state from an Islamic perspective is to protect the blood,
property, and honor of its citizens, as well as defend the land of Islam; therefore, the
problem of Rohingya Muslim life is an Islamic issue that is certainly related to religious
matters. Second, the issue of the struggle for superpower influence, energy geopolitics,
and access to natural resources in Rakhine; is a religious matter. Many similar views, es-
pecially among Indonesian Muslims, consider the Rohingya Muslim crisis as a religious
issue. Additionally, we acknowledge that the Rohingya are refugees with a majority being
Muslim and marginalized. In this context, religion plays a crucial role as one of the most
influential social forces and a significant body of knowledge in the context of forced mo-
bility and human rights (Ziebertz, 2020). According to (Mim, 2020), religious values and
practices often help individual Rohingyas protect their cultural identities as ‘Rohingya’
during the transitional phase of their lives in the camps.

Amidst the hardships faced by Rohingya refugees, there has been a recent phe-
nomenon of opposition to the arrival of these refugees in Aceh. This opposition has
arisen due to the behavior exhibited by the Rohingya refugees towards the local com-
munity. These behaviors involve significant transgressions against societal norms and
cultural customs. One such egregious example is the reported incidents of sexual assault
against minors, alongside instances of discarding community aid into the sea, among other
unacceptable actions. These actions not only violate local norms but also run counter to
the fundamental values upheld by religious teachings. Such behavior has understandably
led to a negative reaction from the local community in Aceh. The rejection of Rohingya
refugees reflects a response to the perceived threat posed by the reported misconduct and
an assertion of the importance of maintaining community standards and moral values.

Nevertheless, fundamentally based on the behaviors they have exhibited, it is im-
perative to refrain from generalizing that Rohingya refugees are inconsistent with reli-
gious teachings. The observed misconduct can be attributed to the actions of irresponsi-
ble individuals within their community. According to the findings of a UNHCR survey
conducted in 2019 within the refugee camps in Bangladesh, it was revealed that the ma-
jority of Rohingya refugees displayed a high level of religiosity, reaching up to 98%. This
is substantiated by their active engagement in religious activities and a strong trust in
religious leaders or imams.

These survey results suggest that the overall religious commitment among the Ro-
hingya refugee population is substantial. However, it is crucial to acknowledge that indi-
vidual actions do not necessarily reflect the beliefs and practices of an entire community.
In the context of the reported incidents, it is essential to recognize that such behaviors
are likely perpetrated by a minority of individuals and should not be generalized to the
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broader Rohingya refugee community.
Similar to the Rohingya refugees, the Uyghur minority ethnic group in China also

experiences a humanitarian crisis by the Chinese government. The Tiananmen Square in-
cident in 1989 and the collapse of the Soviet Union prompted the Chinese government to
change its policy towards the Uyghurs. The government began issuing permits for official
mosques, appointed mosque imams, and launched atheist education campaigns (Amnesty
International, 2002). The Chinese government strengthened its nationalism by promoting
patriotism through schools and television (Human Rights Watch, 2005). Since Septem-
ber 2017, Chinese officials have confiscated religious items, such as prayer rugs and the
Quran, in Xinjiang (Beydulla, 2019). The escalating situation has led Uyghur Muslims
to flee to various countries, one of which is Turkey. Unlike the Rohingya refugees, who
faced various rejections, such as in Aceh, Indonesia, the Uyghur ethnic group received
Uyghur refugees and considered them as older siblings, as they are from the same Turkic
lineage, implying linguistic dialects with the Turkish language, as well as cultural and re-
ligious similarities (Hakim et al., 2021). Although Uyghur refugees lack legal and social
protection, Turkish society often provides donations (zakat) to meet the needs of Uyghur
Muslims (Beydulla, 2019). Some financially affluent Uyghur Muslim communities send
their children to Egypt to study Islamic sciences. It is estimated that more than three thou-
sand students are studying in Egypt, making it the country that hosts the largest number
of Uyghur students (Karluk, 2018).

3.2.2. Pros and Cons from a Humanitarian Perspective

Amidst the pros and cons of Rohingya refugees in Aceh, a boat carrying 50
refugees anchored in Gampong Seuneubok Baroh, Darul Aman District, East Aceh, Thurs-
day, December 14, 2023. Currently, more than 1,600 Rohingya refugees are in Aceh.
More than 1,600 Rohingya refugees have come since 2023. They traveled on wooden
boats out of Bangladesh and Myanmar. Police have ”smelled” illicit activity related to
human trafficking and human smuggling behind the entrance of refugees. Residents of
Aceh are currently responding to the entrance of migrants in a variety of ways. Some
locals vehemently disagree with it, believing that smugglers transported the refugees on
purpose. Some people think that humanitarian aid should be given to Rohingya refugees
(ZULKARNAINI, 2023).

The pros and cons of handling Rohingya refugees are also caused by the behav-
ior of some refugees who intersect with existing norms in society, such as wasting food
and defecating anywhere. Indonesia has always been known for its friendly, helpful, and
humanitarian behavior. But during this polemic, hoaxes about Rohingya refugees spread
widely in cyberspace, adding a strong political dimension to the handling of the Rohingya
issue in the country so that its handling tends to be complex. There are several issues be-
hind the pros and cons of Rohingya refugees, including Indonesia’s location as a transit
point so that Indonesia often becomes a temporary stopping point for asylum seekers who
intend to arrive at destination countries, such as Australia, by water. In addition, the cen-
tral government’s stance that contradicts Presidential Regulation 125 becomes the pretext
for rejection from the local government, which also shows how the decentralization sys-
tem can strengthen regional authority to not always be in line with central government
policies.(Diah and Veronika, 2023)
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Indonesia has responded quickly to the Rohingya situation by implementing hu-
manitarian measures. Through bilateral and multilateral channels, Indonesia has provided
humanitarian aid to the Rohingya. Indonesia has individually contributed to its human
rights agencies under the bilateral system (Jati, 2017). Even Indonesian fishermen have
ventured across the oceans to try to save women and children among the trapped Ro-
hingya. The money is distributed by the Indonesian Red Cross (PMI) to help with the
provision of clean water, sanitary facilities, medical attention, psychosocial support, and
basic supplies including blankets and bedding, sanitary products, and personal protective
equipment (Khan and S. Ahmed, 2020).

In handling the Rohingya conflict, Indonesia has contributed a lot to it, includ-
ing through several diplomacy with the Myanmar government and Indonesia’s position
in ASEAN. With the principle of non-intervention among ASEAN countries enshrined
in The ASEAN Charter, Myanmar refrains from intervening in the domestic affairs of
other nations. Based on this, Indonesia uses a variety of diplomatic channels, including
humanitarian channels as well as official G to G (government to government) channels
between the Indonesian government and Myanmar and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference. by aiding the Muslim Rohingya Ethnic group logistically. The diplomatic
initiatives taken by Indonesia to end this vertical conflict. It is indisputable that there
will be difficulty in quickly resolving this disagreement. This is one of the biggest and
deadliest conflicts, according to the United Nations (UN). Being the biggest and most
powerful nation in ASEAN, Indonesia has made this conflict a top priority in terms of
foreign policy since it cares about humanitarian concerns as well (Rasyid et al., 2022).

Indonesia is one party that can have a conversation with Myanmar about how to
handle the Rohingya issue. To identify humanitarian situations, Indonesia makes use of
positive bilateral relations. As a result, Indonesia found it simpler to get in touch with
Myanmar and start humanitarian talks. Additionally, Indonesia met with the government
of Myanmar and developed ways to handle the situation. The Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Indonesia was able to arrange a meeting with the government of Myanmar and present
solutions for resolving the situation. An indication of Indonesia’s success in creating hu-
manitarian space in Myanmar is this meeting. The government of Myanmar responded
favorably to Indonesia’s activities in the course of humanitarian diplomacy through hu-
manitarian negotiations. This is proof that Indonesia has succeeded in opening humani-
tarian space in Myanmar through humanitarian negotiations. The Myanmar government
is committed to distributing aid to refugees without discrimination through cooperation
with the ICRC (Permata, Sinulingga, et al., 2019).

As a ”quiet diplomacy” tactic, diplomacy was Indonesia’s means of success in
handling the Rohingya humanitarian situation. As per the 1945 Constitution of the Re-
public of Indonesia, Indonesia opted for ”quiet diplomacy” as a non-violent means of
advancing global peace. Indonesia was able to use diplomatic channels to deflect public
criticism, which made its approach of sending help quietly effective. A variety of co-
operative techniques, such as mediation and particular methodology, multi-stakeholder
participation, structured discourse, and third-party involvement, have been employed to
assist Indonesia in demonstrating the value of diplomacy (Fitria, 2023)

Although powerful diplomatic methods and temporary shelter of Rohingya refugees
in Indonesia are successful, these methods have limitations to overcome the Rohingya cri-
sis, because given the value of non-intervention in ASEAN, ASEAN member countries
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cannot resolve human rights violations against Rohingya in Myanmar. UNAIR Interna-
tional Relations lecturer Fadhila said that there must be a regional mechanism that can
make Myanmar not commit human rights violations against the Rohingya people, be-
cause ASEAN has not been able to provide the best solution to the Rohingya problem
(NEWS, 2023).

3.2.3. Pros and Cons from a Social Perspective

The situation of the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh is becoming increasingly
concerning. Despite Bangladesh maintaining an open border, refugees are still denied for-
mal legal status, leading them to be considered not as refugees but as Myanmar residents
forced into displacement. Food scarcity in Rohingya camps is prevalent, as many families
rely solely on food provided by donors. Research by the World Food Program reveals that
at least 24% of children aged 6 to 59 months experience malnutrition in the Kutupalong
area. Women and children in Rohingya camps face various forms of violence daily, such
as torture, abduction, and rape. Additionally, they may suffer abuse from relatives or ex-
tended family members (Akter, 2022). There is a considerable human trafficking network
for women and girls in South Asia, and if the camps on the Bangladesh-Myanmar border
continue permanently, human traffickers may specifically target Rohingya refugees, us-
ing these camps as potential hubs for human trafficking (McCaffrie, 2019). Consequently,
many Rohingya refugees in these camps escape and seek asylum in Indonesia.

The UNHCR report states that the arrival of Rohingya in Indonesia marks the
tenth wave. President Joko Widodo revealed the existence of Human Trafficking crimes
related to the significant number of Rohingya refugees arriving in (Humas, 2023). The
Pidie Police arrested a Bangladeshi citizen acting as a smuggler. Upon investigation, the
smuggler amassed substantial profits in the billions of rupiahs, and each refugee would
be charged travel fees of Rp14 million for adults and Rp7 million for children (Erilia and
Koesno, 2023).

The arrival of Rohingya refugees in Indonesia has sparked both support and op-
position among the public. Proponents argue that the Rohingya refugees is a victim of
genocide by the Myanmar military junta. Social media is flooded with narratives of ha-
tred and hoaxes directed towards the Rohingya, including claims that Rohingya refugees
staged protests demanding land in Malaysia, damaged apartments in Sidoarjo due to a
power outage, and requested islands and identity cards to stay in Indonesia (Damarjati,
2023; Erilia and Koesno, 2023; tempo.co, 2023). The information and videos circulating
on social media have had a negative impact and fueled hatred against the Rohingya in
Indonesia. The video depicting the land protest in Malaysia was from a demonstration
by the Rohingya protesting the violence inflicted by the Myanmar government on their
community in 2017 (ibid.).

Furthermore, the proposal for an island for the Rohingya came from the Vice Pres-
ident of Indonesia, Ma’ruf Amin, who suggested relocating Rohingya to Galang Island
(Pitaloka, 2023). The Head of Immigration Detention House Order sub-section clarified
that the individuals responsible for damaging apartments in Sidoarjo were not from the
Rohingya refugees. They stated that only five Rohingya individuals were present in the
apartment and cooperated well with the government (Suparno, 2023).

In social observation, Rohingya refugees in shelter facilities interact with the In-
donesian community, both through verbal and non-verbal communication, as they face
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challenges related to language and culture from their home country. The new social life
for Rohingya refugees in Indonesia requires them to adapt to survive amid the uncer-
tainty of their citizenship status. However, Indonesia’s highly multicultural social system
necessitates Rohingya to adjust their lives through acculturation while preserving their in-
herited religious traditions (Irwanysah and Asya’ari Al Asya’ari, 2022). Nevertheless, the
increasing number of refugees arriving in Indonesia has led to negative responses toward
the Rohingya ethnicity.

The emergence of social envy and changing sentiments toward the Rohingya is
due to the actions of certain Rohingya individuals. Research (Sopamena, 2023) refers to
this as the concept of horizontal diversity, with the peak of public anger occurring when
Rohingya refugees discarded relief aid as a form of protest, not allowed to disembark in
Aceh. Some individuals who fled to Malaysia to reunite with their families were perceived
by the public as not appreciating the aid from Indonesia. Even students from Aceh, part
of the Executive Board of Student Affairs (BEM) Nusantara, staged a demonstration at a
temporary shelter for Rohingya in Aceh, demanding the deportation of Rohingya refugees
and forcing them to leave the shelter (jonisetiawan, 2023). The disruption caused by the
Rohingya ethnicity has led the Indonesian community, especially in Aceh, to reject their
arrival. Although Indonesia has not signed the UN convention, Minister of Political,
Legal, and Security Affairs Mahfud MD stated that Indonesia’s diplomacy is based on
humanity, and thus, everyone who arrives is accommodated (akbar, 2023).

3.2.4. Pros and Cons from an Economic Perspective

The presence of Rohingya refugees in several countries has become an unavoid-
able focal point of concern. The conflict in Myanmar is also attributed to an economic
crisis. The Myanmar government’s policies have continuously failed to improve the na-
tional economy, especially in the Rakhine region, where the economic conditions are
lagging. The government’s policies are highly ineffective, with regulations lacking strin-
gent sanctions for violators, particularly when the violators are the military junta itself.
The decline in real income has plunged Myanmar into economic chaos. In fact, during the
rule of the Military Junta under Than Shwe in 1997, Myanmar experienced an inflation
rate of up to 51.5% (Ismail and Sidabalok, 2018).

The government’s comprehensive policy on land, which revokes ownership rights
and the state’s control over agricultural land under the Settlement & Land Record De-
partment (SLRD) within the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, has resulted in the
majority of the Rohingya refugees losing their agricultural land measuring 5 hectares. On
the other hand, the military junta has entrusted the Rakhine ethnic group with cultivating
the farmland that was previously owned by the Rohingya (jonisetiawan, 2023).

Pros and cons arise when the Rohingya refugees enters various countries. Cir-
culating on social media are complaints from Rohingya refugees in Sidoarjo apartment
complexes expressing dissatisfaction with the monthly aid of Rp1.25 million, which is
deemed insufficient to meet daily needs. Various narratives of hatred and jealousy from
the public, such as resentment towards Rohingya refugees who do not work but receive
allowances, and the perception that these allowances come from the Indonesian govern-
ment. Meanwhile, many Indonesians still experience hardships (Hariyanto, 2023).

The Tempo Fact-Checking Team revealed that the allowance is indeed true but
comes from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), a non-governmental or-
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ganization that channels aid to refugees (Tempo Fact-Checking Team 2023b). Neverthe-
less, in Bangladesh, Rohingya refugees still flee to other countries despite receiving $8
USD or Rp124,000 per person for meals from the UN World Food Programme.

The arrival of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh has resulted in negative impacts
on the economy, often seen as an economic burden for the country. According to the
research by (Ahmad and Naeem, 2020), the presence of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh
has negative effects on the country’s economy, including:

1. Commodity prices have increased in the coastal areas of Bangladesh, particularly
in the Cox’s Bazar region, due to the rising demand. The Bangladesh government
has to spend 712.6 trillion Taka annually.

2. There is a regional labor crisis, with a decrease in job opportunities, a decline in
industrial sector employment, minimal changes in the agricultural sector, and a
significant number of jobs in the service sector, mostly informal.

3. Price hikes have led to a decrease in daily wages, with 2,500 households falling
below the poverty line, and the destruction of 5,500 hectares of living space.

4. Imbalance in commodity supply and demand. Supplies in the refugee camp areas
are limited, but the demand is high, posing a worrisome issue for economic devel-
opment in Bangladesh.

5. Marginal benefits for small-scale producers, traders, and domestic livestock pro-
duction have decreased.

6. The tourism industry is under threat, as Cox’s Bazar area is densely populated,
slowly losing its appeal to tourists. This poses a disaster for the tourism sector,
affecting the national economy in Bangladesh.

7. Increased government spending in various sectors due to the arrival of Rohingya
refugees, requiring Bangladesh to enhance its healthcare and other services. There
are also Rohingya youths involved in drug trafficking, with Yaba, a drug largely
originating from Myanmar, becoming a major issue in Bangladesh.

8. The increasing number of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh has raised the popula-
tion burden, considering Bangladesh has 169.4 million inhabitants.

9. Suspected drug trafficking in Bangladesh coincides with the influx of Rohingya
refugees into the country.

10. There is an increase in communicable diseases in Rohingya refugee camps.

Despite the numerous negative impacts on the economy of the countries hosting
Rohingya refugees, there are also positive effects of the Rohingya refugees on the econ-
omy, especially in the informal sector. Research conducted by (Wahab, 2017) highlights
positive impacts of Rohingya refugees in the Klang Valley, Malaysia. Malaysia has regu-
lations prohibiting refugees from working, as stipulated in the Immigration Act 1959/63,
the Employment Act 1995, and the Companies Act 1965. However, law enforcement
officials often overlook or ignore reports of Rohingya individuals working illegally. Nev-
ertheless, some law enforcement officials take advantage of this situation to extort money
from Rohingya individuals. Generally, Malaysians are aware of and sympathetic towards
the Rohingya refugees, enabling them to secure jobs or income.
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Research (ibid.) indicates that some Rohingya individuals work as kitchen assis-
tants in Malay-owned restaurants, earning salaries ranging from RM 1,400 to RM 1,500
per month. There are also Rohingya individuals employed as general cleaners at the Kota
Kajang Selangor Hall, only required when their services are needed. Despite lacking
academic certificates or formal skills, some Rohingya individuals report securing techni-
cal positions, such as in the automotive or construction sectors, based on their technical
capabilities gained from prior experience. Most respondents in the study state that they
work 12 to 14 hours a day without proper overtime pay, no social protection, including in-
surance coverage and compensation for injuries. Some Rohingya individuals also obtain
permits for trading from local merchants to run their grocery stores. To engage in eco-
nomic activities, they access microfinance facilities offered by various non-governmental
organizations or borrow money from relatives and friends.

The active participation of the Rohingya refugees strengthens their social inter-
action with residents, influencing their way of life and enhancing their contributions to
community development. This active participation has significant impacts on the lives of
the Rohingya, such as access to education for children, administrative activities, religious
or welfare-based activities, access to healthcare services, and even entrepreneurship.

The Rohingya refugee issue is a global problem because it involves a humanitar-
ian crisis. Countries closest to Myanmar will certainly feel its impact, especially with an
increasing number of Rohingya refugees seeking refuge in neighboring countries. Ro-
hingya citizen, Rezuwan Khan, stated that every day Rohingya gather along the border
seeking protection, but it’s not possible to enter due to tight security (Syarif, 2024). In
the long term, countries providing asylum to Rohingya refugees will face adverse effects.
Socially, one of the negative impacts is the gap and jealousy among the local community
towards Rohingya refugees, as seen in Indonesia. This social jealousy is partly caused by
Rohingya not working but still receiving money. Additionally, Rohingya often engage in
misconduct, such as stealing crops, escaping from refugee camps, and disregarding the
norms of the host country. Similarly, economically, in the long run, Rohingya will have
a negative impact on the economy of the host country, as seen in Bangladesh, which has
to spend 712.6 trillion Taka annually and also affects the increase in commodity prices
due to the high demand caused by the population surge. Therefore, diplomatic efforts to
urge Myanmar to review regulations regarding the citizenship status of Rohingya refugees
must continue so that Rohingya can return to their home country, thus avoiding adverse
effects on neighboring countries.

4. Conclusions

The Rohingya crisis is a complex and interconnected issue involving religious,
humanitarian, social, and economic dimensions. The religious background illustrates
how Myanmar’s nationalist ideology, heavily influenced by Buddhism, has systematically
marginalized and oppressed the Rohingya Muslim population. The denial of citizenship
rights, fueled by discriminatory actions with religious backing, has led to mass migrations
and severe humanitarian consequences. The humanitarian background sheds light on ex-
tensive crimes against humanity committed by the Myanmar government, leading to a
massive influx of Rohingya refugees into neighboring countries, particularly Bangladesh.
The overcrowded refugee camps face significant social and humanitarian challenges, ex-
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acerbating tensions between the local population and the Rohingya refugees. The concept
of humanitarian protection, as advocated by the UNDP, becomes crucial in addressing the
immediate needs and security concerns of the displaced population.

Socially, the conflict is influenced by the Myanmar government’s failure to recog-
nize the Rohingya as citizens, perpetuating anti-Muslim perceptions and escalating eth-
nic tensions. The ongoing social conflict has led to a significant number of Rohingya
refugees seeking shelter in various countries, posing challenges for both the displaced
population and host nations. Economically, the Rakhine region’s abundance of natural re-
sources, including oil and gas, creates economic incentives and competition. Myanmar’s
discriminatory policies, rooted in nationalist ideology and religious bias, have led to mass
displacement and widespread human rights abuses against the Rohingya population. The
humanitarian response has been crucial in providing immediate assistance to refugees,
but long-term solutions require addressing underlying social and economic factors. So-
cial tensions between refugees and host communities highlight the importance of social
integration programs and promoting understanding and tolerance. Economic disparities
in the Rakhine region exacerbate the crisis, emphasizing the need for targeted develop-
ment initiatives and investment. Diplomatic efforts must continue to pressure Myanmar to
recognize Rohingya citizenship rights and ensure their safe return. Additionally, regional
cooperation and sustained research and monitoring efforts are essential for addressing
the crisis comprehensively. To effectively address the Rohingya crisis, stakeholders must
prioritize human rights, social cohesion, and economic development, working together
to create lasting solutions that promote peace and stability in the region. The misman-
agement of the Rakhine region due to the prolonged conflict has led to a development
crisis, hindering economic growth, and further contributing to the complex web of issues
surrounding the Rohingya crisis.

The key findings of the paper highlight the complex nature of the Rohingya crisis,
encompassing religious, humanitarian, social, and economic dimensions. The system-
atic marginalization of the Rohingya by the Myanmar government, fueled by nationalist
and religious ideologies, has led to mass displacement and severe human rights viola-
tions. Humanitarian responses have provided crucial aid, but long-term solutions require
addressing social tensions, economic disparities, and diplomatic challenges. The impli-
cations of these findings underscore the urgent need for comprehensive approaches that
prioritize human rights, promote social integration, address economic disparities, and ad-
vocate for diplomatic solutions to ensure the safety and well-being of Rohingya refugees.
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