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 Introduction: Infanticide is a crime in which a mother kills her baby during or shortly 

after birth. In 2020, infanticide cases in Indonesia reached 16.85%. Infanticide is mainly 

carried out through mechanical asphyxia in the form of smothering and strangulation. 

Case: The body of an unidentified female newborn baby was found in the Sandubaya 

area, Mataram City, on Monday, July 10th 2023. The observation was carried out through 

external and internal examination of the body. 

Discussion: There were bruises and peeling skin all over the body. The autopsy showed 

a haemorrhage all over the lower part of the scalp, severe injury to the neck, and blood 

seepage on the right chest. 

Conclusions: The cause of death was due to severe neck injury resulting in asphyxia. 

 

Introduction  

Infanticide is the killing of one's child 

by the biological mother to her baby at birth 

or shortly after birth. The motive for the act 

is usually triggered by the mother not 

wanting the baby's birth to be known by 

others (Atmoko & Niufti, 2023). Data from 

the Indonesian Central Bureau of Statistics 

in 2023 states that the three provinces with 

the highest percentage of homicides are 

DKI Jakarta (4.12%), Bangka Belitung 

Islands (2.29%), and West Nusa Tenggara 

(2.00%). In this study, the author focuses on 

infanticide cases. In 2020, infanticide cases 

in Indonesia reached 16.85%, and one of the 

provinces with the highest infanticide cases 

was West Nusa Tenggara Province. In 

2020, the infant mortality rate in West Nusa 

Tenggara (NTB) reached 24.64%, 

especially in the Mataram city area, 

reaching 14.46%. In Indonesia, the act of 

infanticide is regulated in the Indonesian 

Criminal Code (KUHP) articles 341-342. 

Some of the factors that encourage 

infanticide are overwhelming anger due to 

psychological factors, economic factors, 

and fear and shame due to the birth of a 

child from an extramarital relationship. 

A baby is born alive if the baby is 

separated from the mother after birth and 
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there are signs of life, such as breathing, a 

beating heart, active movement and crying. 

There are indicators to say that the baby 

already has life or is alive, namely, 

breathing, blood circulation and heartbeat, 

changes in oxygen levels in the blood, the 

contents of the digestive tract, the condition 

of the umbilical cord, and the presence of 

crying. If at least one of these six 

characteristics is not present, the baby can 

be declared lifeless (Amelinda, Hoediyanto, 

& Kalanjati, 2018). In infanticide cases, 

death can be unnatural. The mechanism of 

death in infanticide is physiological 

mechanisms such as bleeding, asphyxia, or 

organ damage, and the cause of death could 

be violence and can have several causes. 

First, negligence is due to a lack of attention 

to what should be done for the newborn to 

survive. Second, due to violence such as 

birth trauma, blunt force and sharp force. 

Meanwhile, the cause of death can be due to 

asphyxia, haemorrhage, hypothermia and 

dehydration and can not be determined if 

the body has experienced advanced 

decomposition (Atmoko & Niufti, 2023). 

This study aims to describe infant deaths 

based on external and internal examinations 

of the Forensic and Medicolegal Installation 

of Bhayangkara Hospital in Mataram, NTB. 

Case 

This study was conducted on 

Wednesday, July 13th 2023, in Bhayangkara 

Hospital, Mataram City. This study was an 

observational descriptive with a case series 

approach. The observation was carried out 

through external and internal examination. 

This study describes an infanticide case of 

an unidentified female newborn baby that 

was found in the Sandubaya area of 

Mataram City on Monday, July 10th, 2023.                                                                                       

Result  

The baby girl’s body was covered with a 

brown cardboard box marked "Alia Digital 

Printex", wrapped in a red plastic bag, a 

green, black, and yellow floral prayer mat 

and another red plastic bag, and the body 

was wrapped in a grey and dark blue 

sweater, (see Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1. Objects found within the body 

An external examination was conducted 

on Wednesday, July 13th, 2023. The body of 

a baby girl aged 9 months gestation with a 

body length of 47 cm and a body weight of 

2.05 kg, corpse bruises and skin are peeling 

all over the body, see Figure 2. Straight 

black hair with an average length of 3 cm, 

head circumference 32. 5 cm, chest 

circumference 34 cm, upper arm 

circumference 11 cm, both eyes are reddish, 

there is an umbilical cord with a length of 

78.5 cm still attached to the placenta 
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weighing 0.2 kg, the skin of the placenta is 

decomposed, there are 17 cotyledons, there 

is body fat (cervix caseosa) in the thigh 

folds.  

 

Figure 2. Bruises and skin peeling all over 

the body 

External examination also shows other 

signs of asphyxia, such as dilation of the 

eye’s blood vessels and blueness of the 

mucosa of the lips, as in Figure 3. Other 

external examination results found evidence 

of suspected strangulation in the neck, as in 

Figure 4.  

 

Figure 3. Blueness of the mucosa of the 

lips and dilation of the eye’s blood vessels. 

 

Figure 4. Neck Injuries 

Internal examination results are dilation 

of blood vessels in the brain and a severe 

head injury that led to bleeding all over the 

scalp. There was a severe neck injury 

causing airway obstruction. There was 

blood infiltration in the right chest Costa 4, 

5 and 6 levels, measuring 3.5 cm x 2.5 cm, 

and dilated veins.  

While supporting examination results, 

the lungs are mosaic. The right lung 

measures 7 cm x 4 cm x 1.5 cm, and the left 

measures 5.5 cm x 5 cm x 2 cm. The lung 

buoyancy test shows both lungs are 

buoyant; see Figure 5. The heart measures 

3.5 cm x 3.5 cm x 1 cm. There are no other 

tests that are used to find out that the baby 

was born alive, such as Wreden’s test and 

Bresslau’s test, because internal organs 

such as the intestines, stomach, and others 

have experienced advanced decay. 

 

Figure 5. Lung buoyancy test 

 

Discussion 

According to the Indonesian Criminal 

Code (KUHP), murder consists of several 

types, namely ordinary murder, 

premeditated murder, murder to commit 

another crime and infanticide. In the 

Indonesian Criminal Code (KUHP) 

infanticide is a murder committed by a 

mother for fear of being caught giving birth 

to a baby at the time of birth or shortly after 

birth, intentionally or unintentionally taking 

the life of her child listed in the chapter of 
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crimes against the life of the person articles 

341, 342 and 343 (Radja, Saragih, & Henok, 

2023; Tantimin, Febriyani, & Putra, 2023). 

In infanticide cases, several things must be 

known, namely, evidence that the baby was 

born alive and there are signs of violence 

that caused the death (Khoiriah & Pratiwi, 

2019; Langer, 1974; Susanti, 2012). There 

are several indicators that a baby is 

considered newborn and alive, namely full 

term or not, gestational age, postnatal age, 

baby's first nutritional intake, crying, 

moving limbs, and breathing. One of the 

early infant deaths is characterized by no 

visible signs of the mother's initial care for 

the baby (Atmoko & Niufti, 2023; Shkrum, 

2007). 

In terms of proving infanticide cases, it 

can be seen from whether the baby was born 

alive or dead (Atmoko & Niufti, 2023; 

Langer, 1974). Based on the results of the 

examination, there is a mosaic picture in the 

lungs, and the results of the lung buoyancy 

test show a positive result, which means that 

the baby was breathing, so it can be said that 

in this case, the baby was born alive 

(Shkrum, 2007). In some cases, it has been 

shown that if the lungs have a mosaic 

pattern, the lung buoyancy test is particular 

to be positive, and it can be concluded that 

the baby was breathing and was born alive 

(Afandi, Hertian, Atmadja, & Widjaja, 

2008; Atmoko & Niufti, 2023). Mechanical 

asphyxia accounts for 90-95% of the 30-40 

deaths per year (Afandi et al., 2008; 

Pradhika, 2011). 

Mechanical asphyxia is suffocation and 

strangulation, which can be seen based on 

the results of external and internal 

examinations. Suffocation or strangulation 

is the easiest way for the perpetrator to 

commit infanticide; asphyxia is done to 

prevent the baby from crying so that her 

actions are not known by others (Afandi et 

al., 2008; Atmoko & Niufti, 2023; Langer, 

1974; Oberman, 2001; Tantimin et al., 

2023). There were no bruises and abrasions 

in this case, but the skin was peeling all 

over. There were corpse bruises all over, the 

body, the eyes were red. 

The infant had severe neck injuries, as in 

Figure 4, suggesting that the infant's neck 

had been twisted or kicked. The external 

examination results in Figure 3 there are 

findings that support signs of asphyxia, 

such as the blood vessels of the eyes and the 

blueness of the mucosa of the lips. In 

addition, there were severe head injuries 

characterized by haemorrhaging over the 

entire lower area of the scalp. There were no 

injuries caused by violence with sharp 

objects, and no open wounds were found. 

However, blood was found on the right side 

of the chest at the level of the fourth, fifth 

and sixth ribs, indicating signs of blunt 

force trauma. 

Based on external examination, it was 

determined that the body was a newborn 
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baby who had not been cared for because 

there were no signs of care. This conclusion 

is supported by the fact that the umbilical 

cord is still attached to the placenta 

weighing 0.2 kg with a cord length of 78.5 

cm, and the cervix caseosa can be seen 

around the thigh folds. The gestational age 

was approximately 37-42 weeks or 9-10 

months, which results from calculating the 

Haase formula, where the baby's body 

length is 47 cm divided by 5. In cases of 

infanticide, the best estimate of gestational 

age can be seen by measuring the head 

circumference (Afandi et al., 2008; Atmoko 

& Niufti, 2023). The examination of the 

baby showed that the baby had a head 

circumference of 32.5 cm, which means that 

the baby was full term (37-42 weeks). 

Babies are said to be able to live outside 

the womb when their gestational age is 

more than 28 weeks, birthweight equal to or 

less than 2,5 kg (Kaminski, Goujard, & 

Rumeau-Rouquette, 1973), body length > 

45,4-55,6 cm, head circumference > 32,7-

35,8 cm (WHO, 2024). In this case, it can 

be concluded that the corpse can live, it 

weighs 2.05 kg, its chest circumference is 

34 cm, its upper arm circumference is 11 

cm, its body length is 47 cm, its head 

circumference is 32.5 cm. There are no 

visible organ abnormalities or birth defects 

that cause death in this corpse (Ningsih & 

Arafat, 2022). 

In this case, it can be concluded that this 

case is a case of infanticide (Atmoko & 

Niufti, 2023; Langer, 1974; Tantimin et al., 

2023). Some literature says that mechanical 

asphyxia is the easiest to perform compared 

to blunt force and sharp force of all 

infanticides (Afandi et al., 2008; Overpeck, 

Benner, Trumble, Trifletti, & Berendes, 

1998; Väli, Lang, Soonets, Talumäe, & 

Grjibovski, 2007). Some other indicators 

that this was an infanticide case were that 

the body was found on the riverbank. In 

infanticide cases, 95% of the babies are 

born outside the hospital, and 71% are born 

in the perpetrator's home (Afandi et al., 

2008; Atmoko & Niufti, 2023; Overpeck et 

al., 1998). According to Abraham Maslow 

(Ashari, Wahyuni, & Kusmiadi, 2023; 

Nurwatie, Fauzia, & Akbar, 2016), a person 

can kill due to low self-confidence, feelings 

of not being able to fulfil their needs, weak, 

helpless and worthless, so some supporting 

indicators of suspects can commit 

infanticide are people with low education, 

unmarried and under 19 years of age 

(Afandi et al., 2008; Atmoko & Niufti, 

2023; Sulmustakim, 2021; Susilaningsih, 

2004). Several other studies explain that the 

perpetrators of infanticide are women with 

low social, occupational, and economic 

status, or the perpetrators are involved in 

infidelity (Lonza, 2002; Sulmustakim, 

2021; Susilaningsih, 2004). Other 

predictors include the suspect never had a 
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pregnancy examination  (Afandi et al., 

2008; Friedman, Horwitz, Ph, & Resnick, 

2005) and mothers with psychiatric 

disorders (Dekawati & Marbun, 2022; 

Sulmustakim, 2021; Susilaningsih, 2004). 

Conclusion  

On external examination, it was found 

that the corpse's skin was peeling all over 

the body, and finding support signs of 

asphyxia such as the blood vessels of the 

eyes and blueness of the mucosa of the lips. 

In contrast, internal examination results are 

dilation of blood vessels in the brain and a 

severe head injury that led to bleeding all 

over the scalp. The infant had severe neck 

injuries. While supporting examination 

results, the lungs are mosaic, and both lungs 

are buoyant. There are no other tests that are 

used to find out that the baby was born 

alive, such as Wreden’s test and Bresslau’s 

test, because internal organs such as the 

intestines, stomach, and others have 

experienced advanced decay. It can be 

concluded that the death is unnatural 

because of suffocation. In comparison, the 

mechanism of death is due to asphyxia or 

airway obstruction because of severe neck 

injury. The estimated time of death was 

more than one day before the examination. 
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